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A

1 Generations
Shall Call
Her “Blessed’

humanity itself.
To the Catholic, Mary is
much more than a reminder
o f goddess worship; she is
nothing less than a heavenly
mediator between them and
Christ. Did not Mary respond to the
angel who announced her role as
C hrist’s mother, “Henceforth all gen
erations shall call me blessed”? (Luke
1:48, KJV). At the wedding in Cana
did she not “intercede” with her Son
regarding a temporal crisis over lack
o f drink (John 2)? And does not
John the Revelator picture Mary in
heaven “clothed with the sun” (chap.
12:1) in her reconciling and mediat
ing ministry for humanity?
Though respecting my Catholic
brothers and sisters, I cannot buy
into Mariolatry, which is the product
o f church tradition rather than the
Bible. Scripture tells us that we need
no one to open the heart o f Christ to

s the Christmas sea
son approaches, my
thoughts have been
turning to Mary, the
mother o f Jesus. Let’s
face it, this “turn” may be
dangerous! Feminist writers have
referred to Mary as the vestige o f an
earlier time in history when the
world was at peace. This peace, they
assert, was the result o f a period o f
goddess worship, which was eradi
cated when the patriarchal system
was forced on women. With this era
o f subjugation to men, came male
gods to replace the goddesses. Femi
nists postulate that Roman Cath
olics, through veneration o f Mary,
perpetuate this early epoch o f god
dess worship.
M ost feminists begrudge what
they perceive to be Scripture’s exten
sive and oppressive patriarchy.1As a
result, som e have sought to revise
Scripture as well as to reconstruct its
history.2 Its presumed male hierar
chical posture, som e suggest, has
been more o f a curse than a blessing
not only to Christianity but also to
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our prayers. “I tell you the truth,”
Jesus said, “my father will give you
whatever you ask in my name” (John
16:23). Nowhere are we told that
w e’ll receive anything by praying in
M ary’s name. And Jesus delighted in
assuring us that the Father Himself
loves us! (See, for example, John
16:27.)
T here’s another very practical
reason Mary could not be mediating
for us: She, like all humanity, rests in
her grave until the resurrection
m orning when the “dead in Christ
shall rise” (1 Thess. 4:16, KJV). The
dead, said the wise man “know noth

THE

CURE

FOR

ing” (Eccl. 9:5, NKJV).
Neither do I accept the “revision
ist” history o f Genesis, through
which the feminists purport to have
discovered a time o f peace preceding
the patriarchal centuries. In fact, I
chide them for not discerning just
how intelligent, vigorous, and lively
the patriarchal wives really were.
They were no “wallflowers”!
But back to Mary, w hom I
believe to be a unique woman. True,
the Bible records no “immaculate
conception”; rather it plainly p o r
trays her cop in g with a sinful
nature, even as we do. Yet, o f all the

MALE

SELF-WORSHIP

i n the biblical accounts, women,
mothers, were in some sense more prophets than their husbands.
They have the intuition of what they have to do in order to outplay
the traps of history, and they take all the risks for that purpose. O f
course, one can debate about [the roles of] men and women; but
G od’s plan involved them as a couple. The man will have to choose
his wife. Genesis 2:20 describes her as being ezer kenegda, “a help
opposite himself.” This means that she represents this humor which
is necessary to prevent man from worshiping himself and taking
himself too seriously. She reflects his own image and keeps him
from settling there.— Ruth Reichelberg, Professor at Bar Ilan Uni
versity, Israel. Quoted in Shabbat Shalom, April 1998, p. 5.
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w om en living when it was time for
the Messiah to be born, G od chose
Mary to be His earthly mother.
Even the angel sent from heaven to
enlist her for this awesome respon
sibility, told her: ‘“R ejoice, highly
favored one, the Lord is with you;
blessed are you am ong women! . . .
you have found favor with G od ’”
(Luke 1:28, 30, NKJV).
It is M ary’s response to this
divine mandate that stirs my heart.
Unfortunately, in many English
translations the depth o f M ary’s
commitment is not forcefully com
municated. The designation “ maid
servant o f the Lord” evokes the
image o f a tidy little lady with a
starched white apron, whereas the
force o f the original language is
more strikingly expressed “Behold,
the slave o f the Lord.” M ary’s com
mitment was complete. Though she
must have anticipated that her
miraculous role in the incarnation
would be tainted by town gossips,
she entertained no doubts or hesita
tions. Perhaps she also anticipated
that the sword Simeon prom ised
would pierce her soul (Luke 2:35).
Still, her comm itment was im m edi
ate and complete.
As I contemplate her response,
my heart sings, just as M ary’s did
when she realized that the longpromised Messiah was only months
away! She burst into one o f the most
lofty prayers in all Scripture— the
words o f which have been set to

music by more com posers than any
other biblical prayer. This December
we need to read (or sing) M ary’s
“Magnificat” in praise for Heaven’s
unspeakable gift.
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Three W ise W om en ?
You do know what would have
happened if it had been three wise
wom en instead o f men, don ’t you?
They would have asked for direc
tions, arrived on time, helped de
liver the baby, cleaned the stable,
made a casserole, and brought dis
posable diapers as gifts!
— iwysong@juno.com
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